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This huge book updates the previous ‘Handbook’ 
on bradykinin which was published in 1970. It pro- 
vides comprehensive reviews on the main areas of kinin 
research in the seventies and covers work published 
up until 1977, with a few citations from 1978. 
I cannot pretend to have read the whole book in 
detail, so the comments which follow are based on 
selected sampling. 
There is an extended review by Movat of the plasma 
kallikrein-kinin system and its interrelationships with 
the blood clotting and fibrinolytic systems. After 70 
odd pages of increasing convolution the author con- 
cludes with the masterly statement ‘The kinin system 
of plasma is complex’. Nevertheless, this review suc- 
ceedsin bringing together some of the varied historical 
strands which have now been knotted together into 
the present picture of kinins. A pull-out supplement 
to help the reader remember or reidentify which com- 
ponent is which would be a useful aid! 
The separate kinin system and distinct kinin-like 
peptides formed by enzymes released from white cells 
(an expanding area of kinin research) are succinctly 
described by Greenbaum. There is also comprehensive 
coverage of the enzymology of kallikreins and kinases 
and their inhibitors. 
Stewart’s chapter on bradykinin-like peptides was 
a joy to read as it is so well written. He lists more than 
500 peptides which have been synthesised, many of 
them in an as yet fruitless attempt to secure a good 
bradykinin antagonist. The lack of such an antagonist 
is still a major stumbling block in our study of the 
pharmacology and physiological importance of brady- 
kinin. 
Other sections of the book consider bradykinin 
receptors, radioimmunoassay, the different naturally 
occurring kinin-like peptides and the effects of kinins 
in the central nervous system and on peripheral organ 
systems. Other chapters concern studies on the occur- 
rence of kallikrein in exocrine glands and in kidneys, 
with emphasis on regulation of blood pressure in man, 
and a review by Colman and Wong on the involvement 
of the kallikrein-kinin system in an impressive array 
of pathological conditions in man. Nevertheless, many 
of these associations remain largely conjectural with 
uncertainty as to cause or effect. As the authors point 
out, pathophysiological evaluation of kinins really 
needs measurement ‘of all the factors of the kinin 
cascade such as kallikrein activity, kininogen content, 
free kinins and kininase activity of circulating plasma’ 
(page 587) - a daunting task indeed! 
A newer theme which crops up repeatedly is of the 
relationship between kinins and prostaglandins. It is 
honoured with a separate chapter - a bit of a one- 
sided view ,perhaps -but is also mentioned by several 
other authors. Unfortunately, because of its timing, 
the book almost completely misses out on pdssibly 
the most intriguing aspect -that of prostacyclin. 
This is not a book for beginners. They would be 
best advised to introduce themselves to kinins in a 
kinder and less complex way. However, it can be rec- 
ommended for workers in the field (and in local hor- 
mones generally) as an essential reference source and 
a necessary library acquisition. A large number of 
typographical errors and poor stylistic editing (both 
factors at their worst in the final chapter by Russians 
Paskhina and Levitsky) are rather annoying, but other- 
wise the book is as lavish as the price would suggest. 
One final quibble. There is an 83 page author cita- 
tion list which itemises the page numbers of some 
6000 text references. At a rough estimate this works 
out at something like 20 000 page number annota- 
tions. Is all this really necessary? 
Robin Hoult 
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